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ADVERTISEMENT. 


* Writer of the following lines has the fincere/? 
'efteem for his Pedobaptiſt brethren : and thinks 
it neceſſary, in this ſhort Preface, to acquaint the 
Public with his reaſons for writing on the ſubject of 
Baptiſm; and the ſatirical manner in which he has com- 
bated his opponent. He preſumes thas no ſerious reader 
who is acquainted with the rife of the preſent contre- 
ber, and hath read Mr. De Courcy's numerous 
publications on the ſubject, can be reaſonably offenaed 
at the irony of this Poem, ſince he encounters his lite- 
rary antagoniſt with his own weapons. 
Mr. Medley, who ts well known to be a man of 
a @truly catholic ſpirit, was deſired to baptize ſome per- 
fons at Shrewſbury. He preached on the occafion an 
extempore ſermon, in which he aſſerted that fub- 
miſſion to the ordinance of Baptiſm, though not eſen- 
tial to ſalvation, was a nectſſary part of evangelica! 
obedience. Some attached parts of lits diſcourſe were, 
ſome how or other, conveyed to Mr. D. Mr. D. #m- 
mediately*ubliſhed an eighteen-penny pamphict in vin- 
dication of infant ſprinkling, entitled, A Letter to a 
Baptiſt Miniſter. This pamphict was anſwered by 
Mr. Medley. The anſwer produced a three fallins 
volume, called, The Rejoinder, with an adveriifement 
of a ſecond part, which, it is ſubtoſed, is ſpeedily to 


* 


follow. In the interval of theſe pubcucatio”s, foe 
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lefſer tradts have made their appearance, in all which 
the Baptiſis have been reduced to the neceſſity of acting 
only on the defenſive, 

But imprudent as Mr. D.'s conduct is acknows- 

ledged, by judicious perſons of different denominations, 
to have been, in agitating ſo needleſs and unedifying a 
difhute, the manner in which he hath treated the ju. 
ject is ſtill more rehreſien ſible. Not content with con- 
bating Meſſrs. Medley, Turner, Sandys and Phi. 
lips, and writing againſt the Baptiſts in general, he 
deſcends to particulars, calls names, holds up to vidi. 
cule, and loads them with the obloquy of ancient hereſy 
and ent iuſiaſm. | 

Every man hath an undoubted right to judge for 
lumfelf in matters of religion; but no man, or ſet of 
men, can be warranted in dictating modes of fait. 
and praflice to others, 

The Author has only to add, that he reveres the 

. charafler of Mr. D. as a man and a miniſler, and 


that he is à lover of all good men of every denomina- , 


tion. 


Exo, near SAL1w, 
Feb. 16, 1778. 


—— — 


| 


A humble imitation of the Rev. Mr. Ds Councy's 
pompous Advertiſement. 


4 [JUST publiſh'd, poſting from the preſs, 

4 Three Shilling price, the world to bleſs, - 

al A bouncing Anſwer, ſharp as nitre, 

of To every Anabaptiſt writer, 

4 Which clearly proves the word baptizing 
Doth not mean dipping, but rhantizing.* 

0 

d ; | 

'E: _ * Sprinkliag, from the Greek verb Riu, 
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Salopian Zealot, &c. 
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api G Diſpulator, good and gifted, 
i And to St. Alikmond's pulpit lifted, 
Diſcharg'd the duties of his ſtation, 
With pious zeal and reputation; 
Profeſs'd a love for all mankind, 
Appear'd to have a lowly mind, 

A friend of truth and juſtice ſeem'd, 
And, by us all, was much eſteem'd. 

But ah, how frail the human heart! 
The beſt are perfect but in part. 
Cameleon*-ſelf, in finful worms, 

Will ſtill aſſume a thouſand forms, 
In every eye the preacher ſhone, 
But too refulgent in his own, | 

Th' exalted Vicar from his chair 

Pontific, towring in the air, 


9a 4 Beholds 


* A liule animal, famous for changing its color. 
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Boeholds his Brethren far below, 
As his ſubjected faves, that owe 
Obedience paſſive and implicit 
To his ſound creed ;—you muſt ſolicit 
His high permiſſion, e'er you dare 
Your different fentiments declare: 
To nu ſubmit your faith and reaſon 
To doubt his dogmast is high treaſon, 

But ſome there are, who think the mind 
Can't be with human creeds confin'd ; 
Who for themſelves will dare to judge, 
And not be ſuperſtition's drudge; 

Who fever ſcripture from tradition, 

And to the former pay ſubmiſſion; 

Who hold Jenovan only can 

Change, rule, and judge the heart of man. 
Nay, ſome of theſe, O woeful grief! 

In Salop, grounding their belief 

Of ſacred things on revelation, 

Rejecting every innovation, 

Embracing truth, howe'er deſpis'd, 

Were, at their Lord's command, baptiz'd, 

Expreſſions of th* adminiſtrator 
Were, ſome how, brought to Diſputator; 

But ſo much mangled by the way, 
That, what was ſaid, is hard to ſay; 
+ Opinions. 
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So few appear'd to be the ſame, 


Age would have ſent them whence they came: 
But ah, Young Difputator hears 
The broken ſentences, and fears 
More of his flock would go aſtray, 
In the chief ſhepherd's watery way ! 
The good man's breaſt begins to rage, 
Nor can his friends his flame aſſwage: 
The ſacred veſtments were too thin, 
To hide the ſpleen that work'd within. 
How prone the belt of men, when try'd, 
To envy, bigotry and pride } 

Young Difputator takes his pen, 
And writes! and writes! and writes agen ! 
What ſolemn truths his zeal excite ? 
A bare external human rite, 
Who his opponents P—the licentious ?— 
No the ſincere and conſcientious, 
Whoſe only guide is revelation, 
In all the matters of ſalvation. 
What is his great and noble end ?— 
An old tradition to defend, 
Or rather all his flock to keep, 
(For he himſelf can wath his ſheep.) 
What are the arms with which he wounds? — 
Sophiſtic wrangling, -pompous ſounds, 


The 
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The mouldering bones of German ranters}, 


Unkind inveRives,—idle banters, — 
Diſtorted texts,—no proofs at all- 
A loud report without a ball, 
Goltath-like he braves a hoſt, 
And ſeems a victory to boaſt ; 
A hoſt that ſhew, devoid of dread, 
The Son of David at their head: 
His bright example and command, 
Their bulwark and their glory ſtand. 
His ſuperficial page abounds 
With ſatire, ſimiles and ſounds, 


Meer declamation, —ſtrain'd alluſionsh,— 


Falſe premiſes and falſe concluſions||; 
And forms, of colors gay and proud, 
A mimic rainbow in the cloud 
Ol dark miſtake and ſuperſtition, 
Exhal'd from ancient circumciſion : 
The radiant bow ſtraight diſappears, 
As truth our mental region clears. 
What wholeſome and delicious fruit 
Can grow on ſuch a barren root ?— 
Moroſe contention, ſwelling pride, 
And ſour diſguſt on every ſide. 


+ Eathuſiaſts who roſe in Germany about the year 1517 ; 


ſome of whom were oppoſers of Inſant Baptiſm, 


But 


Letter to the Baptiſt-miniſter, page 16, and various 


others. 
Page 28, 29. 


But why fo churliſh, my good brother ? 
The men of God ſhould love each other, 
Why greedy of monopolizing 
The gainful trade of ſcandalizing, 
Of raving, bantering, and ſupporting 
Your “ tottering idol*,” by diſtorting 
Th' opponents words and ſacred ſcriptures, 
Through your verboſe ſophiſtic ſtrictures? 
Why uſe unk ind inſinuations? 
And why call names t in diſputations ? 
Judge, ye diſcreet impartial men, 
What ſpirit influenc'd his pen, 
His meek Redeemer's, or his own ? 
'Tis by its fruit the tree is known. 
Were there no ſubjects more ſublime, 
T' employ his talents and his time? 
Was a lean, mouldly, ſtale tradition, 
Of all his ſtores, the beſt proviſion ? 
Will this although three ſhilling price, 
Afford one ſinner ſound advice, 
Or any cheering conſolation 
To one believer in temptation ? 
A fecond part is coming forth; 
That may be ſtill of greater worth, 
Should Difþutatoy perſevere, 
And publiſh volumes every year, And 
So Mr. De Courcy terms Believers Baptiſm,—But whe- 
ther this deſcription does uot better ſuit Infant ſprinkling, 
let the impartial judge. 
+ Anabaptiſls, Dippers, &c, 
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And, with like zeal, as largely write 
On each external form and rite, 
Till he has finally explain'd 
All ſubje&s in his creed contain'd ; 
How can the univerſe produce 
Pens, ink, and paper for his uſe ? 

Is the baptizing of believers 
In a baptiſtery, ponds, or rivers, 
The greateſt error of the age ?— 
To be oppos'd with fierceſt rage ? 
And Infant ſprinkling the main truth, 
To be enforc'd on age and youth ? 
Had the good Prieſt diſplay'd his parts 
On ſubjects fit to mend our hearts, 


And make our converſation ſhine, 


We ſhould have bleſs'd his kind deſign : 
But while he writes, with all his might, 
To canonize the human rite 
Of ſprinkling infants on the face, 
And through dark paths the cuſtom trace, 
In a ſublime dogmatic ſtyle, 
His pompous page but makes us ſmile ; 
Its ſpirit, ſophiſtry and fize, | 
Excite our pity and ſurprize ! 
But the good man is in a fever, 


And truly needs a kind reliever, 


How 
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How vaſt his wiſdom and his meekneſs, 
(Don't ſay his folly and his weaknels,) 
To vindicate, with ſo much fury, 

An outward rite, that, I aſſure ye, 
The zealous Vicar hath avow'd, 

And by all ſound divines allow'd, 

Is not efſential to ſalvation, — 

Nor mention'd once in revelation ! 
We love the' Chriſtian, as lincere ; 
The zealous Preacher, we revere ; 

But think the Writer and Logician, 
Stands much in need of a phyſician, 
His optic nerve ſeems much affected, 
And every part therewith connected. 
To him a river ſeems no larger, 
Than what would barely fill a charger ; 
And ſage adults, of manly ſize, 
Shrink into infants in his eyes, 
Hence, he amazingly confounds 


Both different things and different ſounds, 


The law and goſpel, - works and grace, 
The Jews and Gentiles and their race. 
Two different parts of covenant deeds, — 
Two different rites,—two different ſeeds, 
Sprinkling and dipping, font and flood, 
Parents and babes,—the bad and good. 


1 1 


So ſtrangely aukward and uncouth 

The way he twiſts the word of truth, 

*T would rack the candor of ſome men, 

To think his heart went with his pen. 
But let us hear a word concerning 

His logic -modeſty and learning, 

In which he ſhines with equal luſtre; 

An abler advocate, and juſter, 

For Infant ſprinkling never wrote, 

His page with ſo much ſenſe is fraught, 

His brain of ſunbeams is compos'd, 

And in a glittering ſkull inclos'd, 

Ye Lockes and Bacons ! quit the field 

Of nervous reaſoning, tamely yield 

To Diſputator's matchleſs quill, 

His penetration, ſtrength and ſkill. 

Aſtoniſhing ! we can but wonder, 

And ſound his praiſe as loud as thunder, 

A ſpecimen we muſt produce 

For public, or for private uſe, 

In all the goſpels he could find 

No proper motto to his mind; 

But Genefts and Watts muſt grace 

His title. page, and mend its face; 

And IWeſlzy's * comment he crams in, 

To purge his pamphlet's inſide clean. 


Letter, &c. page 21. 


Strange, 
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Strange, that a goſn*l rite ſhould need 
Such foreign aid its cauſe to plead! 

The ſacred rite, we dare proclaim, 
Was firſt perform'd in Jordan's ſtream ; 
At Enon too, to Salim near, 

% Becauſe there was much water there ;” 
Ergo, * a baſon-full is more 
Than' needful to baptize a ſcore, 

The lowly Jeſus, when baptiz'd, 
Who then our practice patroniz'd, 

«© Went ſtraitway up out of the water ;” 
Ergo, our infant ſon and daughter 
Should to and from the font be brought, 
Without a will, without a thought. 

The Jews in Jordan were baptiz'd ; 
Ergo, ingenious John devis'd 
A icoop Þ or ſquirt, or ſome ſuch thing, 
With which ſome water he might fling 


Upon the long-extended rank 
Of candidates, that lin'd the bank : 


Be 


* Therefore—the common termed uſed by the Logiciags 


in the ſchools, 


1 * It ſeems therefore to me that the people ſtood in 
ranks, near to, or juſt within the edge of the river ; and 
Join, paſſing along . before them, caſt water upon their 
heads or faces with his hands, or s0Mz rROPER INSTRU-» 
MENT, by which means he might eaſily baptize many 


thouſands in a day. 


Cuyſe's Paraphraſe, vol. I. p. 12. 
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Be careful, John, ſome drops do fall 

From your rare inſtrument on all ; 

But point your engine, ne'ertheleſs, 

To thoſe who firſt their fins confeſs; * 

Let no revilers in the crowd 

The holy ſprinkling be allow'd, 

The Baptiſt had not time, we dream, 

To dip the people in the ſtream ; 

But, when awake, we muſt believe, 

It took more minutes to receive 

Confeſſions from the truly good, 

Than to immerge them in the flood. 

But Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, we own, 

& Put off his ſandals,”+ and went down. 

Into the waves quite off from land, - 

That John might wet him with his hand, 

Which, you muſt know, he could not do, 

Had Chriſt not ſtood in Jordan too. 
Bleſt Philip, by the Spirit ſent 

To join the eunuch, with him went 

6 Into the water,” and baptiz'd him; 


Ergo, the evangeliſt rhantiz'd him: 
„ Out 


Matt. iii. 5, 6. Then went out to him Jeruſalem, and 
all Judea, aud all the region round about Jordan, and were 
baptized of him in Jordan, confeſſing their fins. A moſt con- 
vincing proof of infant-ſprinkling ! 

+ Rezoinder, p. 255. 
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Out of the water both came up:“ 
Ergo, twas brought them in a cup. 

The dear expiring Son of God 
Was plung'd in ſufferings} bath'd in blood; 
Ergo, to ſhew, in great perfection, 
His death, his bunrzal,+ reſurreftion, 
And pains, when on the croſs he hung, 
Some drops of water muſt be flung 
On the poor infant's harmleſs face, 
To place it in a ſlate of grace! 

Juſt Noah with his wife and ſons, 
And their three wives; heav'n's favorite ones, 
Were in the floating ark baptiz'd ; 
Ergo, let infants be rhantiz d : 
This paſſage of the ſacred code 
Proves that rhantizing is the mode, 
And babes the ſubjects, moft.compleatly ; 
This ſcripture ſuits our purpoſe neatly ! 

All Iſrael, paſſing on dry land, 

Through the Red Sea, by Mofes' hand, 
The water wall'd on either fide, 
The cloud above a floating tide, 

GS i Were 

Ads viii. 38, 9. 
7 Rom vi. 4. Therefore we ate buried with him (Chriſt) 


by baptiſm into death, Col. ii. 12. Buried with him by 
doptifim, 


: 
: 
/ 
: 
: 
: 
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| 
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Were overwhelm'd upon their march, 
Beneath the ſpacious liquid arch; 

Ergo, each face, or young, or wrinkled, 

Muſt not be dipt, but only ſprinkled. 

But ſcripture often mentions ſprinkling, 
With which he makes a charming tinkling;“ 
Ergo, be ſprinkled on the face, 

As the beft ſign of cleanſing grace, | 
And not immerg'd o'er head and ears, 
As Chriſtians were in former years, 

To ſignify a change within, 

And univerſal death to fin.+ | 

The word to ſprinklet oft is found 
In ſcripture; Ergo, change the ſound 

1122 And 


* Mr, De Courcy very unjuſtly attempts to prove that 
ſrinkling is the mode of baptiſm, from that word being 
mentioned in the Old Teſtament, where it has not the leaſt 
reference to haptiſm, Sce p. 16. 0f his Letters &c. 

+ Queſiton, What is the autward viſible ſign or form in 
baptiſm ? FS a 

Anſever, Water: Wu ERNEIR the perſon is baptized. 

Queſt, What is the inward ſpiritual grace? 


Anſ, A death unto. ſin, and a new birth ants righteouſ-, 


neſs, | Church Catechiſm, 
+ It is remarkable, that we have the three words, dib, 
Sprinkle, and pour occuring ſometimes in the compads 


of two verſes, and diſtinguiſhed as three different ſucceſſive | 


actions to be performed upon the ſame thing, which de- 
monlt rates that they are not of the ſme import. Thus Lev. 
iv. 6, 7. “ And the prieſt ſhall (bapſei) dip his finger in the 


| 
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And ſenſe of dipping, for rbantizing, 
Baptizing too, for circumciling ;* 
Reverſe the ſubje& and the ſign, 
And mutilate the rite divine. 

A little bread and little wine, 
Compole the other rite divine ; 
Ergo, we deem the preſent mode, 
(Not mention'd in the ſacred code,) 
Of ſprinkling water on the face,t. 
The fitteſt ſign of ſaving grace, — 
The burial of our glorious head, 
And reſarrection from the dead; 
Since we may alter, as we pleaſe, 
The laws of Chriſt, to ſuit our eaſe; 


Ba ö Our 
* blood, and (proſranei) prinile of the blood fever 


* times before the Lord, and before the veil of his ſanc- 
* tuary,—and ſhall (ekchei) our all the b'ood of the bul. 
lock at the bottom of the altar of the burnt-offering.” 
Now, had the prieſt preſumed to convert bafto here, into 
ſprinkling 6r pouring, he would have perverted the whole of 
this typical inſtitution, been guilty. of rebellion againſt the 
Lord, and might juſtly have expected immediate vengeance ; 
and ſhall we think that the words of our Lord's commiſſion 
are leſs plain and determinate than thoſe of the law, and. 
that we are at greater liberty to quibble upon, and alter 
them at pleaſure ? 


Maclean's Defence of Baptiſm, p. 61. 
What is bapti/n but evangelical circumciſion ! And! what: 

was circumciſion but a legal baptiſm ? Leiter, &c. p. 46. 82. 
See Rejoinder, p. 137» 


. 
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Our Lord commiſſion'd his apoſtles, 
(Words Diſputator ſtrangely joſtles *) 
To teach all nations and baptize; 
Ergo, young infants, in no wiſe, 
Should be deny'd a rite ſucceeding 
Faith and repentance, f not preceding. 
Firſt men and women were baptiz'd; 
Ergo, now babes muſt be rhantiz'd. 
The evangelic diſpenſation 
Is all deſign'd for every nation 
Ergo, we Chrifttans ought to uſe 
A rite reſembling that of e. 
Our Lord aboliſh'd circumciſion ; 
Ergo, we hold a like tradition. f 
God gave to Abra'm and his ſeed 
The rite, that made the infant bleed ; 


But 


# Letter, &c. p. 74, 75+ 76. Query, Was Mr. De ( mw 
awake or aſleep, when he wrote theſe pages? | 


+'Queſt. What is required of perſons To Bt baptized ? 


Ariſw. Repentance, whereby they forſake fin; and faith, 
whereby they ſtedfaſtly believe the promifſes of God made 


to them in that ſacrament. Church Catechiſm.—Would any 
believe that this is Mr, De Courcy? s catechiſm ? What 
could any Baptiſt ſay more ? Mark xvi, 16, He that believ- 
eth, and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved. Ads viii. 36, 37. 
See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized ? 
And Philip ſaid, If thou believeſt wah all thy heart, thou 
mayeſt. 
} Letter, &c. p. 33. 
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But Chriſt doth no where authoriſe 
His Church, her infants to baptize ; 
Ergo, to imitate the t, 
Let's form a rite entirely new, 
But with ſome drops of water mi x it, 
To canonize our ipſe dixit, 
And diſannul, by our behaviour, 
The inſtitution of our Saviour. 
Each part ofgeſpel worſhip ought 
To be perfatm'd with ſolemn thought, 
With knowledge, faith and love divine; 
Ergo, a bare unmeaning fign | | 
Is very pleaſing to the Lordl. 
And quite according to his word, \- 
Th' obedience God requireth nor 
Of all His Worſhippers below, 
t Is active, perſonal and ſincere; | 
4 © Ergo, our babes his name may fears, tur 
And be baptiz'd, to ſkew- their — 4 
5 In what the ſacred (cripture ſaith, 
1 And deep repentance for their fio, 0 
Y | Both, that N and that within. 
5 wt, | B 3 eden 10 515 he 


'® Join! iv. ag. But the hour cometh, and now ie when 

the true worſhippers ſhall worſbip the; Father in ſpirit and 

in truth: for the Father ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him. Is 

_ , not baptiſm; a part of goſpel worſhip 2: Ag axe infants capa- 
ble of w orſhipping God in that ordinance ? 


[= } 
The holy rite, now in diſpute, 
Is a plain goſpel inſtitute, 
To be obey'd in truth and love, | 
Our inward purity to prove, 
And, like the upper, was defign'd 
For perſons of a contrite mind; 
Ergo, believers infant ſeed, 
By nature all a graceleſs breed, 
Should have this rite on them 1mpos'd, - 
And be thereby with ſaints inclos'd.* 
Be quite conſiſtent; Daſputator, © - 
If you become our legiſlator, 
And give the babes of Alma Mater,+ 
Some bread and wine, ᷑ as well as water. 
Religion of a genuine kind 


Employs and puriſies the mind, '% 


Letter, &c. p. 33. | 

+ Holy Mother, | 

T Is it not very ftringe und inconſiſtent, that Mr. 
De Courcy does not held with infant” cotemunion as well 
as infant baptiſm, as many of the fathers, did? Did, 
not the infants of the Jews, cat of the paſſover? Is 
not the Lord's © Suffer as great a church-privilege as 
baptiſm ? Are not infancs as capable of improving the one, 
ay they are of improving the other ? And will not the ſerip- 
tures and arguments, with which Mr. D. proves inſant- 
baptiſm, tyially Prove infant commumion — We therefore 
recommend It to Mr. De Coufcy to write a flamiog treatiſe 
in vindication of 'infant-communion alfo ; that, however 
inconſiſtent he mey be with ſcripture, he may be conſiſtent 
with himſelf, ß. ut BEES. 
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Is the reſult of heart- felt truth, 
Whether in age, or early youth; 
Ergo, young infants, e er they know 
There is a God, muſt undergo 

A myſtic rite, that doth require 

The heart's conviction and deſire, 
And thus be made firſt ſuperſtitious, 
Then hypocritical, or vicious. 

Infants were brought to Chriſt of old, 
And Jeſus bleſs'd them, we are told; 
But none were by our Lord baptiz'd ;* 
Ergo, they muſt have been rhantiz'd. 
Whole houſholds, hearing and believing 
The word of truth, and by it living, 
Obey'd the ſacred rite with ſpeed ; 

Ergo, baptize your infant ſeed. + 

Pray Miſtreſs Lydia, let us know, 

Are you in ſocial life or no ? 

If married, what's your huſband's name ? 
And why hath Luke conceal'd the ſame ? 
Where doth he live ? we want to ſpy him: 
Pray, have you any iſſue by him? 

If you have children, pleaſe to tell 


What is their age, and where they dwell, 
B 4 And 
\ * Jabs j iv. a. Though Jeſus himſelf baptized not, but 
his diſciples, 
+ Letter, &c. p. 72, 73. Where the reader may meet 
with moſt admirable reaſoning! 
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And whether they were all rhantiz'd, 
When your whole houſhotd was baptiz'd. 
We hope, for your on reputation, 
They were not born of fornication: 
Your anſwer, Madam, we ſolicit; 
Pray, be particular and explicit * « th 
*Tis on your evidence depends“ 
The cauſe, for which the Prieſt contends. 
Good Abra'm's ſeed were circumcis'd ; 
Ergo, our babes muſt he baptiz'd. | 
The bloody rite; enjoin'd'the -, 
Was ceremonial, ſcripture ſnews; | 
The babe beneath the knife was paſſi ve, 
While now, by means of truth perſuaſive, 
Believ'd and reliſh'd by the mind. 
The active convert is inclin'd 


* There is no reaſon, from the ſcriptural account of Ly- 
dia's houſhold, to ſuppoſe; much leſs to aſſert, that there 


it is exceedingly. evident, that they were believers. Criſpus 
believed on the Lord, with all his houſe. Acts xviti. 8, 
The apoſtles ſpake mito the failor the word of the Lord, 
if and to ALL that were in his houſe; and he rejoieed, be- 
1 lieving in God with ALL his houſc, Acts xvi. 32, 34- 
'\ + The houſe of Stephanas were the firſt fruits of Achaia, and 
| addicted themſelves to the” miniſtry of the ſaints, 1 Cor, 
xvi. 13. We wiſh Mr. D. would no more trifle with ſerif 


ture ö 


To 


were any infants in it: as tothe other baptized, houſholds, 


hr” 6 
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1 obey the Sayiour's new command; 31 
Ergo, out babes, (a willing band i) 

A gofpel precept muſt obey, + +... Res” 
Quite in a ceremonial way. 

But 'tis a hugely puzzling queſtion, 

By no means eaſy of digeſtion, 

Which do obey the law of Chriſt, 

The ſponſors, parents, child, or prieſt, 9? 1 | 
Be pleas'd to tell us, Diſputator, E | 
How you obey the great Creator: 

Do you by proxy ſtand before him ? 

And by a jubſtutute adore him b 

Or does your worſhip all proceed 
From your free choice, as Your own deed P 

Were you baptiz'd, if that were fat, | 

When eight days old, as your own att P 
Did you the goſpel then believe, 

Its ſacred rite by faith receive, 
And dedicate yourſelf to God? 
If fo, /tis wonderfully odd . 
You ſhould forget thoſe bliſsful days, 
And walk * long. in ſol? 5 . F 


* ws Soo es 

* We: wiſh Mr, D. in his next 8 upon Yn forth F 
ling, would inform vs, who it is that obeys the command 
of Chriſt, hen the infant is chriſtened? Is it each, or one, 
or neither of the parties concerned ꝰ Mr. D. can tell how 


ignorant the Baptiſts are; wy truly need his inſtradtion.? in 
this matter. 8 
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If not, who then che Lord obey'd, 
When you a child of God” were made 
Or is there no obedience due 
At all to this command from you P 
But if there be, pray tell us e 
You did or will perform it then? 
No more attempt, by ſlight of hand, 
To turn the goſþel's new COLLIER 
Into a ceremonaal rite, 
And veil a truth divinely bright! 
The males alone were cireumcis dy 
Ergo, let females be baptiz'd. 
Believers now are Abra'm feed®, 
Who, from a moral bondage freed, 
| | And 


Letter, p. &c. 51, 52, 53» 64» Where Mr, De Courcy 
ſtrangely confoundsthe natural infant- ſeed of believers, with 
the ſpiritual ſeed of Abraham, contrary to the expreſs de- 
claration of the apoſtle in Rom. g. 7, 8. Neither becauſe 
they are the ſced of Abraham, ate they all children,—That 
is, they which are the children of the fleſh, theſe are not the 


children of God. Ram, 4; 16. Therefore it is ol faith; 


to the end the promiſe might be ſure to all the ſeed, not to 
that only which is of the law, but to that alſo which is of 
the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all. Gal, Þ 
-26, and 2g. For ye are all-the children of God by faith in 
Chriſt Jefus, Tazw art YE ABRKAHAM'S SEED, AND 
; HE1&S ACCORDING TO THE PROMISE. Can any thing be 
more evident; than that behevers. are the ſpiritual feed of 
Abrabam ? And that Mr. De Courcy's ſentiments are involy« 
ed with inexplicable difficulties and groſs iacouſitencies ? 
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And ranſom'd by their Saviour's blood, 
Are join'd in covenant with God, 
Which, for them ves, by faith they ſign, 
And ſhare in bleſſings all divine; 

Ergo, their infants have a place 
Within the covenant of grace, 

(Which, from the dire effects of fin, 
Saves the bleſt number found therein,) 
And muſt receive its ſign and ſeal, 
E'er an internal change they feel, 
Before a word they underſtand, 
Or of the precept, or command 


Though crowds of them, the truth to tell, 


Both live and'die, in league with hell, 
Well done! my charming Dtifputator, 
A moſt illuſtrious commentator! 

How law and goſpel, reaſon, fact, 


Harmonious ſhine through all thy tract! 


External bleſſings were beſtow'd 
In cov'nant, by their maker God, 
On Abra'm's natural deſcendents ; ; 
(Know this ye pious Independents 0 
Ergo, believers natural ſeed 
Are all included in the deed, 


-In-which is granted ſaving grace 


To all, whoſe names ave there a place, 


[.88-] 


The Lord doth promiſe full ſalvation 
To all he calls, of every nation; 

Ergo, their babes are taken in, 
Although they live and die in ſin. 

Young babes are ſav'd, we all believe; 
Ergo, they ſhould.this rite receive}, 
Although adults, by faith divine, 

Alone can anſwer its deſigg. 

Philoſophy, quite ſound and ſage, 
Abounds in Dyþutator's page: 

We can't impart, as all confeſss, 

More than what we ourſelves poſſeſs; 

Ergo, unnumber'd parents my 

To their young babes that grace convey, 
Which they themſelves poſſeſs no more, 
Than paupers do a boundleſs ſtore. 

Before you do rhantize another, 44 

See, that the father or the mother, 6 
(Pray, take my counſel, Diſputator /) | 
Doth truly worſhip the Creato . 
Unleſs ſome other good relation 
Secures as well the child's ſalvation. 

The infants of believers are, 
Till renovating grace they ſhare, 


| | Degenerate 
| Letter, &. p. 6 / 
1 Letter, &c. p. 69, 70, 71. 


erate 
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Degenerate plants, corrupt and baſe, 
Like all the reſt of Adam's race; 
Nor outward form, nor human art, 
Can change their quality. and heart ; 
Ergo, this rite tranſplants them all, 
From deſerts ancient as the fall, 
Into the garden of the Lord, 
To flouriſh chere, —like Jonali's gourd! ! 
Where each remains a noxious weed, 
And fades like Jonah's gourd, Adee 
Unleſs a kind almighty hand | 
Doth plant it in a richer land: 
A dangerous cheat is this tranſlation; _ 
The garden is a chriſten'd nation, 
Where baneful hereſies are found, 
And hateful vices curſe the ground : 
A Chriſtian name is all the hoſt 
Of holy things, the child can boaſt : 
O! Diſputator! ceaſe, for ſhame, 
To cheat it with a ſacred name. 

This evangelic inſtitution, 
Denoting our extreme pollution, 
Belongs to thoſe who firſt believe, 
Fer they the'goſpel rite receive, 
And is a fit external ſign 
Of inward purity ne 32 a 


Ergo, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Ergo, the babe, to have a place 
Among the glorious ſons of grace, 
And be regenerated eng. | 
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Muſt have its ſprinkled forchead colt 
That the dear infant be not loſt ! 
Two ſponſors, often young and wild, 
Not half ſo harmleſs as the child,” © 
Do vow and promiſe in its ſtead, 
(Such, Diſbatator, is thy creed !!!) 
Three things; Which Gos alone can do, 
Both for the child and ſponſors too: 
"Tis true, they have a rare foundation, 
The holy infant's regeneration, 
4 OI. | On 

Ct Anſw, My Godfathers and Godmothers; wherein 1 

was made a member of Chriſt, the child of God, and an 


inheritor of the enen Heaven!!! | 
| Church Catechiſm. 
| Queſt, What did your Godfathers and Godmothers 
then for you ? . 

Anſw. They did promiſe and vow-three things in my 
name : Firſt, that I ſhould renounce the devil and all his 
works, the pomps and vanity of this wicked world, and 
all the ſinful luſis of the fleſh Secondly, that I ſhould be- 
lieve all the articles of the Chriſtian. Faith. And thirdly, 
that I ſhould keep God's holy will and commandments, and 
walk in the ſame all the days of my life, 

Church Catechiſm, 

Pray Mr, D., do the Gopfathers and. Goymothers fler 
thole excellent promiſes ? This is Alas Mater diviaity ! 
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On which to ſtand, while they engage, 

That, when the babe becomes of age, 

He ſhall moſt certainly believe 

The creed, that hangs upon their ſleeve, 

Renounce the devil and his deeds, 

Expel each ravenous luſt, that feeds 

Upon the vitals of the youth,— | 

And ever tread the paths of truth; 

And thus compleat the child"s falvation, 

While they, perhaps, receive damnation |! 
No man can heavenly bliſs obtain, 

Except he firſt be born again“: 

By nature all are finfu} fleſh, 

And muſt by grace be ſorm'd afreſh ; 

Ergo, believers infant ſeed 

Are from the dread pollution freed, 

Their parents purity partake, 

And ſhare ſalvation for their ſake ; 

But leſt their piety ſhould not do, 

Tis needful they be chriſten'd too. 

Pray, Diſputator, tell us plainly, 

Since each you ſeem to count'nance mainly, 

Which doth effect the child's ſalvation, 

Its 1 covenant relation 


To 


* John q, 3. Except a man be born again, he cannot ſee 
the kingdom of God, 


1 
To pious parents, or its chriſtening? _ 
That we may underſtand your reaſoning : 
And is it Jointly, or apart, 


Theſe noble things renew its heart . 

Inform us, likewiſe, was your child, 

Like Pagan 5 Fg ger defil'd 7 

Or was it faſhian'd pure and holy, na 

In your divinergmage ſolely pres 
Pray, doth your babe inherit grace, +: 

Before tis ſprinkled, on the face ? 

Or is it that enchanting deed, 

That makes your child a holy ſeed 7 

Doth ſprinkling put | the infant in | 

The cov'nant, that removes its ſin ? l 

Or is it in that happy n 

Before you wet ils tender pate P 

Why don't you, likewiſe, ever keep 

Your wandering lambs among the ſheep, 

And under the chief Shepherd's rod, 

Since © you could make them ſons of God A: 

Muſt both the parents be believers, 

Before their babes can be receivers | 

Of this new rite ? ; give your advice, 

Or will the faith of one ſuffice ? 

Say, 1s there likewiſe any need 


That he or ſhe believe indeed ? 


Or 
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Or only bear the chriſtian name, 
And vital godlineſs diſclaim? 
Are the young babes of ſuck profeſſors, 
Through their fam faith, the rich poſſeſſors 
Of thoſe great bleſſings, vaſt and rare! 
Which true believers infants ſhare ? 
If not; I doubt the covenant ſtock 
Of hundreds of your iufant flock, 
Is piteous ſmall z—for you can tell 
What wicked folk in Salo dwellt. 

We ſhould be vaſltly glad to find 
In your next volume, of what kind 
Thole ſpecial privileges} are, 
Your ſprinkled infants richly ſhare, 
Beyond what our young babes might claim, 
That we may too enjoy the ſame: 
Inform us, whence thoſe bleſſings riſe ; 
What their duration, number, ſize ; 
And tell us how your infants come 
To be poſleſs'd of ſuch a ſum; 

C And 


+ See the ſad account My. De Courcy gives of even the 
* proſeſſing”” part of the inh .birants of S4/ob, Letter, &c. p. 
146. Am really forty that he himſelf ſhould be ſo much in- 
fected with the ſame malign ſpirit, which he ſo loudly com- 
plaing of, as prevailing in that town. Query, Who is the 
einc ipal ſo wer of the ſeeds of diſſenſion between intimate 
hiends,“ in that place ? ; 
$ Letter, &c, P. 47» 43, : 


Or 
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And how they loſe it all, in time; 
Ist by their own or parents crime ? 
The chriſten'd infant's regeneration, 
Its happy covenant relation 
With God, as Diſputator ſaith, 
Well founded on the parents faith, —— 
The covenant too, its ſeal and fign, 
Are ſoundiꝶ that chime exceeding fine: 
But where's the ſub/tanceto be found ? 
In Diſputator's brain profound; 
Where likewiſe the rich infant's field 
Of privileges, lies conceal'd. 
Thus, the young babe abounds in grace; 
But, as it grows, its ſtores decreaſe, 
"Till, by degrees, its bleſt relation 
To Abra'm, and its regeneration, 
With every other covenant-good, 
Are ſunk in ſin's tremendous flood! 
There's no command, it muſt be own'd, 
For ſprinkling infants, . to be found|| ; 
Ergo, we warmly muſt maintain it, 


Though Jeſus Chriſt doth not ordain it, 


True, 


| } Letter, &c. p.65, 66, 
$ Letter, &c. p. 39» 
Letter, &&, p. 46, 47+ 
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True, infant ſprinkling, 'tis confeſs'd, 
Is not in ſacred writ expreſs'd* ; 
Ergo, in Diſputator's ſight, 


It is an “ apoſtolic ritet,” 


And is a plain command of Chriſt, 


« Which we do mutilate,“ ſaith the Prieſt: 
That is, according to his ſtricture, 
It is, and is not, found in ſcripture. 

This emblem of our regeneration, 
Is not eſſential to ſalvation ; 
'Tis Chriſt's command, our- Lord fupreme, 
Which all his followers ſhould eſteem, 
And keep, like every other part 
Of his new law, with all the heart; 
Ergo, tis needleſs, nay-'tis wrong, 
Or with the pen, or with the tongue, 
E'er to defend it as a duty, 
Replete with joy t, adorn'd with beauty; 
And how much worle it muſt be till, 


This righteous precept to fulfil !: 


C 2 | When- 


Letter, &c. p. 72. © It is true expreſs mention is made 
only of theſe,” adult-baptiſms. «4 But would you infer 
from thence, that children were never baptized ?” Yes, Mr. 
De Courcy! we will infer it; and will aſk you.“ But would 
you infer from thence, that bells were never baptized ?” Here 
is rare logic for you! 

+ Rejoinder, p. 22, 
Letter to aBaptiſt-Miniſtery page 13+ Rejoindey p. 120. 
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When early hereſies obtain'd, 
And ſacred truth was greatly ſtain'd, 
Some of the fathers ſtrangely thought, 
(An error ſince to England brought, ) 
None of the clinics* could be lav'd, 
Unleſs they were with water lav'd, 
And, by degrees, began to do, 
The ſame good deed for infants too; | 
Which, among other innovations, | | | 2 
Soon overſpread extenſive nations; 
And holy, good and learned men 
Have countenanc'd it with their pen; 
Ergo, it muſt be ſurely right, 
And ſhould be propt with all our might, 
Although our univerſal. Lord | 
Hath not enjoin'd it in his word. 


The 


* A term applied by ſome church hiſtorians to thoſe 
among the ancients, who received baptiſm on their death- 
bed. It was the doctriue of many of the fathers, that bap- 
tiſm abſolutely waſhed away all previous fins, and that there 
was no atonement for ſins committed after baptiſm. Ou 
this account, many deferred that ſacrament till they were- 
arrived at the laſt ſtage of life, and were pretty ſafe from 
the danger of ſinning any more: and ſuch were called 
Clinici, See Cham, Dict. 


The miſtaking of the meaning of Chriſt's words, Except 
a man be born of water and of the ſpirit, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God,” John g. 5. moſt probably gave. 
riſe to this erxor, as well as to infant baptiſm, 
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Ergo, tis right, it.muſt be ſo: 


Though, firſt of all, with Chriſt they ſprung, 


I 


The point in Diſputator's ſections, 

Is gain'd by numbers, like elections: 
The crow, it cannot be denied, 

Have truth and reaſon on their ſide; 
And Chriſt's own word is not, it ſeems, 
So ſafe a guide, as good mens dreams, 
Amazing Boſtwick, vaſtly great ! = 
Shall make the diþþers troop retreat, _ 
Nay! quite ſubdue their trembling hoſt, 


And be our everlaſting boaſt! 1 4 
Look at his ſword /—how keen ! how ſtrong ! ] 1 
& 1f they are right, we muſt be wrongt :" = 
How dreadfully this blade muſt wound, = 
And hew ten thouſand to the ground ! = 

The rite, for which the Prieſt contends, 


And with more forms devoutly blends, 
Is very ancient, you muſt know; 


Like antique paintings in their prime, 
'Tis much improv'd by length of time. 
"Twas at the glorious reformation, 

The Baptiſts roſe within the nation 


Ergo, they're ignorant and young. 
C 3 The 


+ See Mr, Boſtwick's ſutile arguments for infant baptiſm» 
ſo wonderfully extolled, and quoted by Mr. D. Letter, &c* 


be 36, 3% 33, 39. 


1 38 J 
The learned Vicar needs be told, 

His Mother church is not ſo old. 

The great hiſtorian, wile logician, 

Sound proteſtant, and ſoul-phyſfictan, | 

Among them ſhare, to each his part, 

A world of ſenſe, as well as art, 

The rapid traveller could not call 

Where any Baptiſts liv'd at all, 

From Jordan's banks, to Munſter's plain, 

Where German ranters ſix'd a ſtain 

Upon the name, which his fierce page 

Exhibits to the. preſent age, 

(Above two hundred years apart,) 

In horrid forms, with cruel art“. 

; He 


* Letter, &c. p. 34. Whatever other advantages the 
Anabaptiſts may have on their ſide, they certainly have not 
that of antiquity, for we hear nothing conſiderable of them 
till about the year i517. Their origin was mean; their 


principles were corrupt; their morals depraved ; and 
their diſſent from the reformed churches was then deemed 
heretical. Beſides the vitious tendency of their principles, 


and the ſcandalous nature of theit lives, they were /anatics in 
the higheſt degree.” —Then follows an account of their en- 
thuſiam and rebellion. Such is Mr, De Courcy's generous and 


rational manner of writing againſt the Baptiſts ! I pray God 


not to lay to his charge, the fin of hating his brother, and of 


bearing falſe witneſs 


N vp { Pw : . * 5 * a 
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He ſquints , indeed, at Piedmont t, 


But dares not face it's noble front ; 
And while his eyes its practice trace, 
A ſecret bluſh ſteals on his face. 


He ſhakes the urn of poor Servetush, 


And whirls his aſhes to defeat us: 

Ke ſhould have left his duſt entire, 

Which had been purified by fire, 
Scripture forbids us in no place, 

Toſprinkle infants on the face“; 

{Nor yet to give them bread and wine,) 

Ergo, this rite muſt be divine: 

And, Erge, we may, quite as well, 


Religiouſly baptize a bell. 


6 But ' tis an apoſtolict nite,” 
(Oaly the proof hides out of ſight :) 
Believers Baptiſm we withſtand, 

As oppolite to Chriſt's command; 
C 4 


+ Letter, &c. p. 112, 


But 


Where Baptiſts dwelt for ſeveral centuries, long be- 


fore the reformation by Luther and Calvin, 


\ Serverus, who was cruelly - burnt at Geneva for hereſy, 
Mr, De Courcy intimates was a Baptiſt, in order to throw an 
odium upon that denomination of Chriſtians. See p. 35» 
36. Letter, &, Mr. D. calls “ Servetus the glory of the 


Anabaptiſts,”? 


* Rejoinder, p. 88, 
1 Rejeinder, p. 23. 
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But Infant ſprinkling we maintain, | To 

For 'tis reveal'd exceeding plain: | Ifr 

One muſt be wrong, both} can't be right, 1 

The latter ſhines amazing bright; Pro 

Ergo, the Anabaptiſts name Swi 

We load with ridicule and ſhame, An 

That all our children may, betime, Erg 

Deſpiſe the tribe, and hate their crime, Af 
The ſacred writings plainly ſhow, Hit 
Who were baptiz'd, and why, and how; Th 
Ergo, to thange the rite throughout, 6 
Subject and mode, we go about, Fro 
In queſt of proofs, to parts remote, Th 
And bring home loads, not worth a groat, Erg 
Procur'd of Pagans, Popes and Jews, ] 
With mighty pains, and noble views, Th 

Some worthy men of each perſuaſion, To 
The trueſt ſubjects in the nation, (W 
Much diſapprove of every meaſure, Th 
That ſacrifices blood and treaſure ; | i W 

While many Baptiſts entertain | 

JI Quite different thoughts, each ſide the main; 0 
| Ji Ergo, he lifts his “ ſeven- fold ſhield,” tiſt 
| 160 To make theſe ranting rebels yield, my 
[L008 To in 
1 ter, 
One Lord, one faith, one baptiſm, Eph, 4. 5 , 


4 
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To his fierce pen, their cleareſt reaſon ; 

If not, he'll call out © TREASON! TREASON QI? 
The lowly Prieſt, as all may ſee, 

Profeſſes in a bigh degree, 

Sweet candor, charity and love, 

And thus aſſumes the harmleſs dove; 

Ergo, ſome pers'nal ſtrife that rends 

A few Salopian Baptiſt friends, 


His candid pages wide proclaim“, 


That all the world may hate the name. 
Mad John of Leyden is the ſpring t 
From whence, it ſeems, the Baptiſts bring 
Their muddy tenet,” —not the ſcripture ; 
Ergo, they are the Ranter's picture. 
It were unkind, unjuſt and baſe, 
Their name and praQtice to diſgrace, 
To tell our Pedobaptiſt ſriends, 
(Whoſe ſhining piety tranſcends 
Their neighbours knowledge, faith and zeal,) 
What fins and hereſies prevail 


Among 


Mr. De Courcy, the more effectually to expoſe the Bap- 
tiſts, has the illiberality to introduce into his treatiſe the 
preſent political diſputes relative to America; tho? it is a fact 
known to all the world, that the Baptiſts are as much divided 
in their political ſentiments, as the Pedobaptiſts, See Let- 
ter, &c. 115, ; 

* Rejoinder, p. 26, and 284. 

Letter, &c, p- 38, 


— 
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Among ſome Pedobaptiſcs ſtill, 
And this, with other nations, fill; 
Or, on our harmleſs brethren, caſt 
The foul reproach of ages paſl, 
When maſſacres and murders ſpread 
The world, with tyranny and dread; 
Ergo, 'tis noble, juſt and kind 
In the mild Pri-/t, to rake and find, 
And loudly ſound, unnumber'd times, 
The German ranters ancient crimes? |! 


Ah 

t Muſt not Mr. De Courcy bluſh with ſhame and remorſe, 
when cool reaſon ſha)l take place of furious paſſion, to thin 
how he has invidiouſly endeavoured to throw the blackel 
odium upon the Baptiſts and their cauſe, by repeatedly en. 
hibiting che ancient German Ranters as the firſt Baptiſts, with 
whom, he muſt know in his own conſcience, the Baptiſts of 
te preſent day, have no more connection, than he has with 
the Pedobaptiſis who perſecuted the reformers, who burnt 
the martyrs,—who deſtroyed and beheaded king Charles, — 
who maſſacred the proteſtants in France and Ireland — 
ho have, from time to time, been executed for the molt 
horrid villanies, and who, throughout Ch ilteridom, plunge 
themſelves in the groſſeſt vices ? And mult he not, by ſuch 
glaring illiberality and wretched ſophiſtry, have degraded 
his character as the chriſtian, the minilter, and the gentle. 
man, in the eſteem of every judicious and impartial reader? 
—Mr, D. muſt know, that the former German enthuſialls 
were Pedobeptiſts as well as Baptiſts: But, what in the name 
of common ſenſe, have the hereſies and crimes of thoſe de- 
luded people to do with the arguments reſpecting baptiſm ? 
And is it becoming a miniſter of the everlaſting goſpel, to 
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n, how theſe mighty weapons wound, 
nd lay us breathleſs on the ground ! 
tennett, and Gale! and Gill! and all! 
low vaſt, how terrible your fall! 

The Baptiſts faithſully ſubmit, 

heir mind, alone, to ſacred writ, 

nd conſcientiouſly obey 

he Saviour, in a goſpel way; 

ut love good men, of every name, 

ough their belief be not the ſame ; 

o, the Prieſt, with dreadful rage, 
Shoots at them, from his roaring page, 
Rot thunderbolts of horrid names, 

And their bad deeds aloud proclaims : 
Down! down ! the © Anabaptiſts” fall! 
The “ Dippers, Bigots, Rump, and all 
he Ranters lie among the dead, 
Vith John of Leyden at their head! 


Ak, 


| remorle, 
, to think 
> blackeſ 
tedly ex- 
18, with 
Baptiſts of 
has with 
ho burnt 
Charles, 
re land. 
the moll H ow 
1, plunge MWWpport his cauſe with invectives and Nlander ? He might af- 
by ſuch m, with juſt as much rea ſon and candor, that all the apoſ- 
legraded es were traitors, becauſe Judas was one, See his Letter, 
e gentle. . p. 34, 35+ 38, 40, 113, 1154 123, and Rejoinder, p. 
reader? 2, 113, 128, 
tthuſiaſl 


he name 


} It is ſact that many of the Baptiſts greatly diſapproved 
Oliver Cromwell and his uſurped government, and that 
thoſe de- t himſelf as well as his chief ſupporters were Pedobaptiſts.: 
aptiſm d yet Mr, De Courcy would make his readers believe, that 
ipel, s e Baptifis were at the head of the aſur pation, and that they 
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How brightly doth his learning ſhine ; muſt appe 


With peerleſs beams, 1n every line! * "my 
Oxford and Cambridge / boaſt no more | = « w 


Of your vaſt literary ſtore ! 
Ye ſons of ſcience ! all repair bat ſpecial 
To SaLoe, and be tutor'd there: Ggnify al 
There | there / (excule my interjection, ) foot, thi 
O! Tux learn greek: in full perfection: But O, ho 
There learn the meaning of baptizo, 


ſhould b 


* 15 tere's not 
That *tis to ſprinkle, and it is fo ; ancient / 
For Diſputator doth aſſert it ; Pere babe 
Ye critics, dare not controvert it ! A thou. C 
Ye Doctors! Whitly, Hammond, Barrow, Mc... 

yore ſy ſons pr. 

Your ſkill in greek, how very narrow! U difider 
Ye Prelates! Tillotſon and Hoadley*, R Il he ſays 
And hundreds more, how very oddly had h. 
in thy p 


are ſtill friends to the © co0D oLD u“, (as he exprela Hength hi 
it in capitals) or of civil and eccleſiaſtical anarchy. Is ut rectify t 
ſuch a method of oppoling believers baptiſm, and of vilify 3 
ing an inoffenfive and loyal denomination of Chriſtiam Ppping 1 
ſhamefully unjuſt and cruel? We appeal to all reaſonabt Liza's re 
and candid Pedobaptiſti, See Letter, 8c. 114, 115. Rejor WChrift's 

in enjoi 


der, p. 113. 


* All theſe learned Divines of the Church of England, 
and a great many more that might be mentioned, have mais 
tained, that the ancient ſcriptural and right mode of ba 
tiſm is immerſion, I wonder, whether Mr. De Courcy, lik 
other men, is capable of Hleſting or no! 


Dipting is 
urch of E 
h of W hi 
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Imuſt appear, that yon ſhould miſs: 
Ie ſenſe of ſuch a word as this! 

ame that a prieſt ſo learn'd as he, 
buld be without a double D! 

ſhould have likewiſe advertis'd, 
hat ſhecia ! part ſhould be rhantiz'd, 
ſignify abundant grace, 

foot, the hand, the neck, or face. 


n: gut O, how well in hiſtory read ! - 
lere's not his match alive or dead. 
ancient fonts /* proclaim his praiſe, 
Pere babes were dipt, in former days: 
d thou, O Alma Mater / ſound, 
h ſons proficiency around, 
A difidence and modeſt mien; 
Bll be fays ſo plainly ſeen ! 
g had he view'd thee, to his grief, 
in thy practice and belief; 
xpreſs {Wength his joſtled zeal awakes, 
4 reflify thy grand miſtakes, 
rim lihhing infants in the font, 
ilona Liza's reign, as an affront 
Rejoi Chriſt's example in the ſtream, 
in ex joining now the ſame 
.ngland Upon 
e mailing is the mode of baptiſm eſtabliſhed by law in 
of bey cd of Eng/and, and was formerly practiſed by that. 
cy, WAS", of which the fonts in the churches are ſtill a ſtauding 
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Upon the prieſt, unleſs the child, 

From weakneſs, needs a courſe more milde 
Good Mother Church! what ail'd thy: feers, 
To keep thee blind ſo many years, 

And, by ſo dangerous an error, 

Cauſe tender mothers grievous terror ? 
Hail thou the day, or rather night, 

That bleſs'd thine eyes with ſuch a light, 
To guide thy infant offspring by | 
The yawning font, both ſafe and dry, 
Ho Diſputator's learned pages 

Shine with accounts of carly ages, 

When Catechumens, newly vers'd 

In Chriſtian doQrines, were immers'd 
In the Baptiſtety, and were ſeen 

Dreſs'd in apparel, white and clean! 
And how impartial his relation 

Of different modes in every nation! 

How Rome, before her vile perverſion, | 
Baptiz'd her converts by immerſion, 

As well as chriſtendom around, 

Till veil'd with ignorance profound; 


may well endure it. Public Baptiſm, 


How well Mr. De Courcy's ſentiments and practice c 


reſpund with the injuuCtion of his mother church! 


l 


# The prieſt ſhall dip the child in the water, if the gr 
fathers and godmothers ſhall certify him, that the clu 
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To good 
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In modeſty, young Diſput ator, 3 
It muſt be own'd by each ſpectator, | 5 | 
Doth moſt amazingly excel * 
All writers that in Britain dwell. 3 
What vaſt profound reſpect he pays = 
To good divines, in all he ſays! I 
What candor: ſhines, through every page, 1 
T'ward men of piety and age! 8. 
How diffident, and O, how free * 


From vulgar poſitivity! 
How gentle, delicate and meek 
The ſtyle, in which his pages ſpeak 
Of authors eminently great, 
And uppermoſt in learning's ſeat! 
How decent, pretty and genteel 4 
In the young Prieſt, with all his zeal, 4 
To treat with proud contemptuous ſneers, A 
Men of ſuperior worth and years! 
Nor only Baptiſts, good and learned, 
As may be eaſily diſcerned, 
That Diſputator, meek as Mofes, 
1 Vanly and tacitly expoſes, 
As wild fanatics, dunces, fools, 


he got N. 
ie c laves of baſe ſelf, or princes tools; 


No; vicars, rectors, canons, proctors, 


And biſhops too, great reverend doctors, 
| Were 


ice £0 
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Were in the dark, till this huge light 
Shone forth ſuperlatively bright! 
Some good advice to my young friend, 
For this he needs, and I ſhall end. 
Pray, for the future, Diſputator, 
Write to the praiſe of your Creator, 
And to the world ſome ſervice render, 
Beſides the printer and the vender. 
No more employ your gliding pen, 
To varniſh the miſtakes of men ; 
Nor let your ſhining zeal again, 
Be ſullied with tradition's ſtain, 
Do take the bible in your hand, 
There read and learn your Lord's command, 
(Tis plain and eaſy to the wiſe,) 
And whom, and how, you ſhould baptize : 
There, not a ſingle hint or ground, 
For ſprinkling infants, can be found:“ 
Tradition, prejudice, miſtake, 
And human wit luxuriant, make A 
Unnumber'd 


Let Mr. De Courcy produce but one ſcripture precept or 
precedent for baptizing infants, and we will readily give up 
the point. Had this practice been known to the apollles, 
as coming in the room of circumciſion, it is truly aſtoniſh- 
ing that they did not mention ſuch a ſubſtitution, in anſwer 
to thoſe who ſaid, “Except ye be circumciſed after the 
manner of Moſes ye cannnot be faved.” A; xv. 1. Whereas 
they only. made a decree, ver, 19, 28, 
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Unnumber'd Chriſtians think it right, 
And for it plead, with all their might. 
Diveſt yourſelf of prepoſſeſſion; 
Act worthy of your high profeſſion: 
Be not a ſlave to human forms, 
And pleaſe your Gop, not fellow worms, 
Dread to oppole the word divine, 
And blot out each unhallowed line, 
That in your trifling page appears, 
With pious penitential tears, 
Beneath your feet, no longer trample 
Your Savior's precept and example: 
Nor dare to wanton, like a fool 
That ſports around a dangerous tool, 
With the great God's two-edged ſword, 
Leſt your ſoul bleed beneath his word. 
Don't mock, like ſome profane blaſphemer, 
The © watery grave of the Redeemer : 
Yes! Hz was plung'd in Jordan's flood, 
In grief, in ſufferings, and in blood : 
And “ don't you know that ſolemn word, 
That we are buried with the Lord, 
D Baptiz'd 
Letter, &c. page 30. 138, © Only take care the 
water g rate does not give you cold,” Rejoinder, p. 49. 
% Bleſſed bathing bout!“ Who would imagine from this 


expreſſion, that Mr. De Courcy is a ſerious Miniſter of the 


golpel ? Bleſſed Jeſus! how art thou wounded in the houſe 
of thy friends ! 
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«© Baptiz'd-into his death, and then 

Put off the body of our fin ? * 
Miſrepreſent, revile and jeer, 

No more the humble, true, ſincere, 


Vhile 1 
\ thou 
ndure 
or our 


And willing followers of the Lamb, is ſligl 
Who feel his love, adore his name, nd glo 
For treading in his ſteps alone, ray, of 
Though you another guide ſhould own. o ſupe! 
Don't you the Son of © Alma Mater,” + ray, let 
Plunge us in fire, though not in water, \s mora 
Whither your favourite brethren ſent, \s Britt) 


heir ha 


Poor George Van Pare and Foan of Kent. f 
Be not ſo wonderfully furious 


Againſt a mode, no ways injurious : 


cave us 


he Hol 


Prop not your feeble cauſe with ſlander, On thi 
Nor, through the world, for ſcandal wander. elt other 
Suppreſs, or rather, quite expel hrough 
The pride and ſpleen, that ſeem to ſwell mong tt 
Within your agitated breaſt, ut ſhoul 
And let your raging ſpirit reſt. be ohtinue 
You ſhine in grandeur, pomp and power, eal * 
And worldly wealth; enjoy your ſtore: n ſolid t 
While eil not t 


ith the 
xhibit ſe 
thers ha 


* Watts's Hymns. Book I, Hymn 122. Stanza 1. 

+ Letter, &c. p. gi. 

+ Two Baptiſts that were burnt through the influence of 
Cranmer, ; g 


hile 


ce of 
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Vhile we, for conſcience ſake, forego 
\ thouſand pleaſing things below ;— 
indure reproaches, ſcoffs and ſhame, 
or our Redeemer's precious name ;— 
is lighted inſtitution own ;— 
And glory in his croſs alone. 
ray, of our birthright don't deprive us; 
o ſuperſtition do not drive us: 
ray, let us ſpeak, and think, and act, 
\s moral agents, and, in fact, 

V Britiſi ſubjects, who may dare 

heir harmleſs ſentiments declare. 

eave us one gift; (take all beſide,) 

he Holy Bible for our guide. 

On this ftale ſubject write no more, 
eſt others of your ſheep go o'er, 

hrough Jordan's ſtreams, for better keep, 
mong the great Emanuel's ſheep : 

ut ſhould you, thinking to be gainer, 
ontinue ſtill a paper ſtainer, 

Jeal not in ſophiſtry and ſound ; 

n ſolid truth your reaſons ground: 
eil not the ſacred text, ſo plain, 
th the dark miſt of your own brain. 
chibit ſenſe to public view; 
thers have eyes, as well as you, 


Dare 


1 4 
Dare not oppoſe, with haſty tracts, 


Truth, hiſtory, reaſon, ſcripture, facts; 


Nor change, diminiſh, nor enlarge, 
The word of God, ('tis his own charge) 
Nor offer ſtrange unhallowed fire, 
Leſt you provoke his awful ire, 
Adhere to truth in all you write, 
As in the great Jenovan's fight. 
Aware of baſe deſigns, attend 
To all your motives, aims and end; 
And, jealous of remaining fin, 
Take heed that all be right within : 
*Tis not in wiſe men that we find, 
A reſtleſs, proud, indignant mind. 
Your flaming page can ne'er refine, 
And make your human rite divine : 
Your art and fire can only grace, 
Or alter ſuperſtition's face, 
And new adorn its tottering head ; 
The darling idol till is dead. 
Remember, e'er you rave agen 
Againſt ſincere and pious men, 
And ridicule a goſpel rite, 
That Gop peruſes all you write. 
"A TY RO 
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